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The lockdown restrictions imposed by government at the
end of March left churches, mosques, synagogues and Hindu
temples in a major dilemma. They have been forced to close
their doors and find other more innovative ways of linking
priests, ministers, Rabbis, Imams and their congregations
together for worship, prayer and interaction. To make
matters worse, the lockdowns have coincided with Passover,
Easter and Ramadan – disrupting, with little warning, the
most important celebrations of the year for Jews, Christians
and Muslims.

News f r om CWC :

Unusually for the Financial Times, an article dedicated to
this subject entitled “How the pandemic reinvigorated
religion” by Henry Mance was published on 22nd May which
revealed an amazing array of positive stories on a worldwide
basis of how the world’s faiths have adapted in innovative
ways to the unprecedented challenges which erupted just a
few weeks ago. Mance expresses the challenge “For the
world’s faiths, the coronavirus pandemic has been a head on collision. Thousands of years of rituals – confession,
communal prayers, feasts – were built on the assumption
that worshippers could be together and touch each other.
Suddenly, religious buildings are closed, while sharing bread
is unthinkable.”
Many churches have rapidly adapted by using technology to
stream services online - much to the mutual surprise of both
those who put the services together and also of the
congregations also scrabbling to catch up with the vagaries
of the internet! Who amongst us was familiar with Zoom just
two months ago? Many churches are reporting that
congregations have multiplied through this ‘force majeure’
process. [Continued...]
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Continued...
The FT reports that Alpha, the evangelical introduction to Christianity run by Holy Trinity
Brompton, the Church of England’s largest church by congregation, has more than twice as
many participants online as it did in person. Its seven-week marriage course normally has 80
to 100 couples attending; 5,500 couples have signed up online since lockdown began. Mance
concludes “The coronavirus may be unprecedented but, as with previous moments
of turbulence, it has triggered a search for the divine.” Sarah Mullally, the Anglican Bishop of
London, was previously the UK’s chief nurse. Nurses, doctors and scientists are all “part of the
relief and deliverance” that God offers in response to prayer, she says, citing the example of
Florence Nightingale, the healthcare pioneer and Christian (the 200th anniversary of her birth
was celebrated this last week).
Every faith is innovating, Jewish seders (the meal held at the start of Passover) and Muslim
iftars (the meal that marks the end of the daily Ramadan fast) have been held online. Hindu
temples have turned to the internet to broadcast arti, a form of prayer ceremony, with
households encouraged to light their offering candles.
In Peterborough, Rev Canon Ian Black reports that instead of half the known congregation
turning up to Sunday services, something like 10 times the normal attendance participates
online. Interestingly, online services have changed the nature of the experience “It is a more
immediate medium than standing at the front of the church, because you’re close up,” said
Black. “Where is God in this pandemic?” asks Black. “It’s not actually that tough a question.
We’re mortal – this is how it is and it hurts”. In other words, coronavirus is nothing new.
Mehmed Gokcel, a 23-year-old Turkish student in London has found consolation. “I feel like
it’s more peaceful”. Every day, he reads a chapter of the Koran with an online group of 10
friends. “We wouldn’t have been able to do that without Covid”. Some Muslims say they
prefer fasting at home with their families to fasting in the workplace. Each faith has
responded spontaneously to the needs of the vulnerable in the community, but often faiths
working together. In Peterborough with the homeless and rough sleepers largely in hotel
accommodation, Muslim and Hindu followers have been providing meals on a daily basis to
the Garden House run by Light Project Peterborough, a Christian charity, and also to those in
the hotels. The Council has set up a ‘Hub’ of voluntary organisations, including faith groups to
extend help to the elderly and other vulnerable groups.
Readers of this newsletter will be aware of the Helpline CWC has set up for the self-employed
and those now working from home in isolated and often stressful conditions to be able to
have confidential conversations with one of our chaplains.
Mance concludes: “There is no guarantee that those newly interested in religion will remain
so, when life is busy once again. But for now, many religious leaders are inspired by the idea
of a newly curious population, who may look beyond the hurried realities of modern life and
consider bigger questions.” The looming question for faith leaders now, is how, observing
social distancing and hygiene requirements, can places of worship start opening
up after July 4th………..?
Canon Professor Clive Morton, Vice Chair CWC

Chaplaincy helpline - update

Our helpline is open to all those in the workforce experiencing stress. Call numbers are low at
the moment but we are aware that the knock-on effects of lockdown and the impact on
individuals, families and businesses are only starting to appear. We will offer the helpline as
long as we feel it should be offered.
We're continuing links with the Lifeline Plus helpline in Cambridgeshire which is a referral
system where callers are referred to other organisations for specific support based on their
needs. This is a joint initiative between Cambridgeshire County Council and brings together
key partners Lifecraft Cambridge and Newmarket, NHS Cambridgeshire and Peterborough
CCG and Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS Foundation Trust.
Can you volunteer on our helpline? A huge thank you to those who have already joined our
rota of volunteers. We're still looking for additional DBS checked chaplains, ministers, church
leaders or professional counsellors. We have several volunteers signed up already from
different faiths and aim to offer a hotline 9am-5pm every weekday. If we get enough
volunteers we can extend this to the weekends too. Email us via
info@cambsworkplacechaplaincy.org.uk

CWC news:

SURVEY

We have sent out a survey to all on our database and would be very grateful if you could
complete (it only takes 2 minutes). Your answers will help shape what CWC offers going
forward.

Link to survey:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KRKGBHR

Bursary Fund for Workplace Chaplains - coming soon
The CWC Trustees are working out the final details of a bursary scheme open to workplace
chaplains on our database. More details will be emailed soon and will also be summarised on
our website and in our next newsletter. We hope this will be a really useful addition for our
chaplains.
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1 June: Global Day of Parents: We pray for all

15 June: The start of three very important weeks to

parents especially at this time as they face

focus your prayer:

increasing pressures of managing parenting and

1) Children's Hospice Week

other responsibilities

2) Refugee Week

2 June: Pray for all those who give up their time

3) Loneliness Awareness Week

and resources as we celebrate Volunteers Week

16 June: MARTYRDOM OF GURU ARJAN - Sikh

3 June: Pray for all those who have lost a child.

17 June: Pray for those facing redundancy

June is SANDS Awareness month (Stillbirth and

18 June: Pray for all those affected by ill health or

Neonatal Death Society)

injury

4 June: We pray for all teaching staff and all those
working in schools who face a challenging time
ahead as more children start to return to school
5 June: Pray for careful use and management of
our natural world on World Environment Day
6 June: Pray for Ordinands and Readers in Training
with the Eastern Region Ministry Course
7 June: Trinity Sunday and Pentecost
8 June: Carers Week - pray for all those who care
for loved ones. Give them strength and recognition
for their valuable work
9 June: Pray for all NHS workers and the amazing
work that they do
10 June: We pray for all adjusting to a different life
during the pandemic and recognise the pressures
this brings. Grant us hope and patience
11 June: Corpus Christi
12 June: Pray for those self employed who feel
pressure but feel they are isolated, help them to
reach out and seek support
13 June: Pray for those returning to workplaces
14 June: Thank God for Zoom and those who have
mastered this new way of reaching people; in
church services, keeping in touch and training
sessions. We look forward to gathering together
again in fellowship but for now technology is
bringing huge benefits to all.

19 June: Pray for international peacekeepers,
negotiators and aid workers
20 June: Summer Solstice
Also: World Refugee Day
21 June: We celebrate all Fathers on Father's Day.
Also it is World Humanist Day
22 June: Pray for those leading the country
23 June: RATHA YATRA Hindu
Public Service Day: To celebrate the contribution to
society by the nation’s army of public service
workers, from nurses to teachers, firefighters to
administrators, Britain is being asked to say thank
you on Public Service Day
24 June: Midsummer Day
Reserves Day: Reservists give up their spare time to
serve in the Reserve Forces, balancing their civilian
life with a military career. We say thank you
25 June: We pray for all those sports people who
are resuming competitive sport again
27 June: We pray for all emergency services
28 June: Pray for all key workers - they all play an
important part in society
29 June: Pray for all those working in agriculture
30 June: Pray for those struggling with difficult
family relations, help all those involved to listen to
each other and talk through issues

