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Good Work

News from CWC

BY PAUL BALLARD, TRUSTEE, CWC

Issues surrounding work are very much in the
news, not least because of the introduction of
Universal Credit and its aim ‘to get people
into work’. Leaving aside all the acute
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problems of implementation, it might be
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worth looking at some of the problems that
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lie beneath the surface. It might be said that
there is something to be said for people to be
encouraged to be engaged in the economic
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life of the nation. The trouble lies in the way
that has been enmeshed within a pernicious
narrative. Work, ie. employment, is seen as a
civic obligation; to be out of work is to be ‘a
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burden on the state’ and, unless proven
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otherwise, should be penalised. Here is
another example of the long history of the
Poor Laws and the Workhouse.
What is needed is to counter this with a richer
and more positive view. (Continued...)

www.cambsworkplacechaplaincy.org.uk
www.twitter.com/cambschaplains

Good Work continued...
First, as a preamble, employment is only one expression of ‘work’. All directed energy,
paid or not, is work: child care, gardening, giving a party, volunteering and so forth.
Work, in this sense, is essential to human existence; otherwise we would simply wither
away. We need to be engaged in worthwhile activity that enriches our own and others’
lives. It so happens that paid employment is the dominant way that today relates us to
the wider community.
Secondly, therefore, employment is, to some extent and can be primarily,
‘instrumental’; that is, ‘we work in order to live’. Work provides a means to an end – to
afford a car or holiday as well as to provide food and shelter. Even so, work should not
simply be an obligation or drudgery. Third, all work should, within the limitations of its
particular needs and structures, be seen as a creative activity. Even on the production
line, engaged in endless repetition (now, thankfully, receding into the past) it is
important to understand that your bit counts, you are there for a purpose.
So, fourthly, there should be a sense of being part of a team, sharing in a common
enterprise. This should go well beyond the factory or warehouse gate. It may be easier
in some activities, such as the professions, to have this wider perspective and sense of
wider horizons but there is a sense of vocation even in making a small contribution to
making a car or turning out cans of beans.
This leads on, fifthly, to understanding work as creating community, both in the
workplace, as being part of a team, however loosely experienced, and how we are also
bound into the wider social structures. An important part of our personal identity is to
be found in our work, by ‘what we do’ (think of any party conversation with a stranger).
Sixthly, therefore, our work, alongside everybody else’s, is the most significant way we
‘serve the common good’.
And lastly, in this very incomplete account, work, is one of the main means of
exchange. We offer our time, energy and skills to the other, both personally and to the
community, and in return we receive the wherewithal not only to exist but to be
enriched in and through community life.
For those whose chaplaincy is understood in terms of Christian ministry all this is
founded on and reflects a theological foundation. God in the mystery of the Trinity,
exists in mutual service, compassion and community. The divine creative and saving
energy is ever at work in and through the world. The product towards which this is
tending is the community of all things in the bonds of love, peace and justice. Our task
is to build on that vision, both in individuals and in the structures, strengthening what
builds up and challenging that which diminishes the human experience.
Paul Ballard, Trustee, CWC
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News from Cambridgeshire Workplace Chaplaincy
Next Cambs Workplace Chaplaincy event
'Uncertainty in the Workplace'
Thursday 28th Feb 2019, 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Huntingdon Town Hall
A joint evening with Peterborough Chaplains' Forum. Informal evening
with talks and networking opportunities for chaplains, religious leaders
and supporters alike.
Please register to attend at
https://joint-chaplaincy-event-cwc-pcf.eventbrite.co.uk

Funding of our work
We are very grateful to our friends who make monthly or one-off
donations - thank you for your ongoing support.
Any financial contribution is gratefully received and goes towards
promoting our work and supporting chaplains.
We are contacting those who are making regular donations to inform
them of our new bank details:
Bank: Metro Bank
Account Name: Cambridgeshire Workplace Chaplaincy
Sort Code: 23:05:80
Account Number: 27019196
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News from Cambridgeshire Workplace Chaplaincy
Dates for your diary
Cambs Workplace Chaplaincy
Informal networking events
Join us for an informal networking evening with a talk on a topic related
to workplace chaplaincy.
Each event takes place at Arthur Rank Hospice Charity in their Education
and Conference centre
Thursday 11th April 5pm-6:30pm
Thursday 3rd October 5pm - 6:30pm

Insurance for chaplains in Cambridgeshire

We are pleased to offer workplace chaplains insurance through our
own policy with Case Insurance.
If this is of interest to you as a workplace chaplain and would like
further information and a copy of the policy please contact
Jane Thompson info@cambsworkplacechaplaincy.org.uk who will be
pleased to send you further details.
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News & Views: Peterborough area

Light Project Peterborough needs a Volunteer Secretary
Light Project Peterborough is a growing Christian charity committed to helping people
who are vulnerable and in need of support - and they are now seeking a volunteer
Secretary to take meeting minutes at their Trustee Board meetings which take place
approx. 6-8 times per year.
Light Project Peterborough run a number of initiatives in the city including their work
with the homeless through both the Winter Night Shelter and the Garden House day
centre, as well as providing the City Centre Chaplaincy in conjunction with Churches
Together in Central Peterborough where they provide a team of chaplains in pubs and
out on Cathedral Square.
They are seeking a competent minute taker willing to support the trustees at their
regular meetings. Please contact Maureen Woodd - Chair of trustees on 07919 157645
or Email: maureenwoodd@gmail.com
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News & Views: Peterborough area

Extended Hands: talk offer and volunteer request
Extended hands works to end loneliness and isolation amongst women of all ages .
Since they started in 2013 the need has grown enormously but they are aware that
many people still do not know who they are and what they offer.
As such they would be delighted to come and talk to your organisation, group or
church. They are also currently looking for female volunteers to help at their weekly
coffee mornings and also to help with their befriending service.
If you think that you may like to get involved or arrange for a guest speaker from the
organisation, please contact them through the details below to arrange an informal
discussion: St Mary's Church, 1 New Road, Peterborough PE1 1TT
Phone: 07913 208 859 Email: info@myeh.org Website: www.myeh.org

Hope 4 Peterborough 'Call to Prayer'
21st February
Hope 4 Peterborough invite you to their next
'Call to Prayer' event.
When:
Thursday 21st February
Where: St Paul's Church, New England PE1 2PA
Time:
7.30pm - 9pm
The HOPE 4 Peterborough 'Call to Prayer' will be an evening of united prayer
and worship, recognising the need to come together to pray for our city.
The theme for this event is 'Prayer for our Nation and All Generations' . your prayers
are important to God and our City.
Please do try to come along and support this event - there is parking available at the
Church.
For more information please email Rev Ron
Watkinson: revronkingdomyouth@btinternet.com
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News & Views: Peterborough area
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News & Views: Cambridge area

New Listening Ear service at Cambridge Science Park
With the pressures of modern life, sometimes it helps to have a friendly person to
share your concerns with. Whether you are facing challenges at home or at work, or
are worried about a friend or colleague, often its helpful to discuss these with
someone independent, someone who won’t judge you, and who will genuinely care for
what concerns you.
Starting on Tuesday 8 January and every Tuesday thereafter, Joshua Shinhmar will be
offering a free and confidential ‘Listening Ear” service to members of the Cambridge
Science Park. Joshua is a member of the team at St George's Church in Chesterton but
welcomes people of all and no religious beliefs. He will be based at the Bradfield
Centre from 11am to 2pm.
To book a confidential session, please email rev.joshuashinhmar@gmail.com

Faiths Partnership meeting
The next Faiths Partnership Meeting also has a Holocaust Memorial theme and is
booked for Monday 11th February. We are extremely pleased to announce that the
speaker will be Eva Clarke, herself a Holocaust Survivor. She will be talking about her
life and work dedicated to Holocaust education.
Date: Monday 11th February
Time: 5.30 pm refreshments
6.00 pm meeting starts
7.30 pm meeting closes
Venue: Michaelhouse, St Michaels Church, Trinity St, Cambridge CB2 1SU.
To book: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/cambridge-faiths-partnership-speakereva-clarke-tickets-54642599486
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News & Views: Cambridge area

CAMBRIDGE WELCOME
HOW CAN WE ALL WORK TOGETHER TO COUNTER THE GOVERNMENT's
"HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT" POLICIES EXPERIENCED BY
MIGRANTS & REFUGEES IN CAMBRIDGE?
A new initiative is starting to take shape involving a wide range of local groups &
individuals to tackle this challenge in positive ways – with links with Cambridge City of
Sanctuary, especially the Faiths Group.
To be effective we need to find out more about the local impact of the government’s
“hostile environment” measures. As well as working with migrants directly affected,
we are keen to hear from, for example, those such as medical staff, employers and
landlords, now expected routinely to verify immigration status.
As workplace chaplains, you may also well be aware of the difficulties arising from this
and other aspects of the “hostile environment” policies. If you would like to know more
about the Cambridge Welcome initiative and think you could help in any way, please
contact Sheila Brookes sheila.brookes@btinternet.com

Mill Road Workplace Chaplaincy - launching 29th March
To those along Mill Road, Mill Road Workplace Chaplaincy is coming to your area to
give you Spiritual Care and love to all. With or without any faith we embrace all.
We are here to offer; Listening ear during;Times of illness; Hardships; Bereavement/
loss/ stressful moments etc. Don't struggle alone; Don't journey alone.
Affiliated with Cambridgeshire Workplace Chaplaincy.
Rev Gilson Gwendu (Minister, Mill Road Baptist Church)
http://www.millroadbaptistchurch.com/people/
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News & Views: Across the East
“Self care: myth, mystery or just wholly unrealistic?”
Half day facilitated by Ken Donaldson
For Chaplains and those working in roles where self care should
be a priority.
February 27th 2019
Coffee from 9.30am. Start 10am. Light lunch at 1pm
Costessey Centre,
Longwater Lane, Norwich NR8 5AH (parking available)
Cost £10 (CMD available) Limited spaces available!

To register contact Revd Canon Chris Copsey
Chaplain, Norfolk Coroner's Service
Diocesan Coordinator, Social,Community and Environmental Concerns
Tel 07947559845
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News & Views: Across the East
TERMLY SYMPOSIUMS
Leaders: Cynthia Capey and Vanda Broughton
Venue: The Multi-Faith Centre
Starting date: 14th February 2019
Frequency: Termly
Purpose of Symposium:
To allow open discussion on matters of concern in a neutral space with other individuals who
wish to meet together to explore their theological and ethical ideas without fear of causing
offence.
In particular, these symposiums are run in conjunction with the Suffolk Theology Forum to
provide those who have attended its lectures further time to discuss issues raised by the
speakers.
For more information contact East of England Faiths Agency:
www.eefa.net 01379 678615

WEST SUFFOLK INTERFAITH AND COMMUNITY FORUM
Monday February 18th
7:00 PM
The United Reformed Church, Whiting St, Bury St Edmunds IP33 1NR
'Muslims and Christians
living and talking together'
A talk by Colin Chapman.
Colin is a well-known authority on life in the Middle East having lived there for many years. He is
the author of a number of books including: 'Cross and Crescent', 'Whose Holy City?' and 'Whose
promised land?'.
For more information:
http://wsicf.onesuffolk.net/
email: info.wsicf@gmail.com

11

News & Views: Across the East
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Prayer & Events Diary: February 2019
PLEASE SEND CONTRIBUTIONS TO: INFO@CAMBSWORKPLACECHAPLAINCY.ORG.UK

4 Feb: Pray for all those facing cancer and their

17 Feb: Pray for kindness on Random Acts of

loved ones and pray for those who have

Kindness Day. What can you do today?

passed - may they rest in peace

18 Feb: Pray for our emergency service workers.

5 Feb: Pray for all those struggling with some

EVENT: West Suffolk Interfaith and

kind of addiction

Community Forum, 7pm, United Reformed

6 Feb: EVENT: Wednesday at One talk,

Church

Peterborough Cathedral, 1pm-1:30pm. Talk

19 Feb: Pray for workplace chaplains across the

on Aidan and St Francis followed by hymn and

UK serving people in a wide variety of industries

prayers. Afterwards, a light lunch is served in

20 Feb: EVENT: Wednesday at One talk,

the South Transept - all funded by donations

Peterborough Cathedral, 1pm-1:30pm. A new

7 Feb: Pray for a successful launch of Mill Road

series begins entitled Community Matters and

Workplace Chaplaincy planning to launch 29th

on this date they also welcome the Take Note

March

Community Choir. Afterwards, a light lunch is

8 Feb: Pray for those caring for sick relatives

served in the South Transept - all funded by

9 Feb-10 Feb: Vasant (Basant) Panchami – at

donations

the time when Hindus and Sikhs celebrate the

21 Feb: Pray for all those struggling with anxiety

first promise of spring, pray for hope in all our

and depression along with their loved ones

enterprises

EVENT: Call to Prayer, Hope 4 Peterborough,

10 Feb: EVENT: Haverhill Inter-faith Group 3-

7:30pm-9pm St Paul's Church New England,

4pm, St Mary's Church, Haverhill

22 Feb: Pray for all those facing huge conflicting

11 Feb: EVENT: Cambridge Faith

responsibilities who need strength and support

Partnerships Meeting 5:30-7:30pm,

23 Feb Pray for those caring for or working with

Michaelhouse, St Michael's Church, Cambridge

children

12 Feb: EVENT: Parks at One, Trinity Centre,

24 Feb: Pray for all those facing financial

Cambridge Science Park. God and the Big

hardship

Bang by Dr Rodney Holder. Dr Holder is a

25 Feb: Fairtrade Fortnight starts today. Pray for

Cambridge educated Mathematican with a Phd

fair trade across the globe

in astrophysics from the University of Oxford.

26 Feb: Pray for our prison chaplains

He has spent his career exploring the ways in

27 Feb: EVENT: Wednesday at One talk,

which science and faith complement each

Peterborough Cathedral, 1pm-1:30pm. Beki

other

Sellick will talk about Fair Trade with an

13 Feb: Diocese of Ely has a ‘Bishop’s study day’

opportunity to buy produce. Afterwards, a light

taking place in Over on the topic of preparing

lunch is served in the South Transept - all

for Easter.
14 Feb: Pray for love on Valentine's Day, pray to
God for the gift of love given to all the world and
help us to show love to all
15 Feb: Nirvana Day – as Buddhists remember
the death of Buddha and his entry into Nirvana,
pray that all touched by death may find comfort
16 Feb: Pray for those experiencing redundancy

funded by donations
28 Feb: EVENT: Joint CWC and Peterborough
Chaplains's Forum - networking and talks 6pm8pm, Huntingdon Town Hall
Also 28 Feb: Rare Disease Day (international).
We pray for the research into rare diseases to
help patients and future generations
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