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What's in it for us?

News and views:
Peterborough area

BY PAUL HILLS, VICE-CHAIR, CWC

What’s in it for us? It’s not an unusual
comment to hear. “We’d like you to accept
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this government policy” What’s in it for us?
“We want you to buy this product”. What’s in

News and views:
Cambridge area

it for us? “We’d like your support for this
charity”. What’s in it for us? “The local council
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wants to build this road” What’s in it for us?
“We want you to work some extra days”.

Prayer Diary:
January

What’s in it for us?
To some religious (and other) ears this can
sound somewhat selfish, self-centered, and
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forgetful of the common good. However, as
the interview in our last newsletter pointed
out, workplace chaplaincy has benefits across

Spotlight:
Jane Thompson

the board for all involved; the workplace,
religious bodies providing chaplains and
society as a whole. (Continued...)

www.cambsworkplacechaplaincy.org.uk
www.twitter.com/cambschaplains

What's in it for us? continued...
Jim East saw this at work in police chaplaincy as an example. I began thinking about
this issue on a wider front.
A few years ago we often seemed to hear the phrase “social capital” relating to the
economic (and other) benefits of the simple existence of social groups such as choirs,
hobby groups, educational groups and religious groups. Thinking along similar lines
we might postulate a general benefit arising from workplace chaplaincy.
Clearly, there is a benefit for individuals who are supported by the listening ear and
care of a chaplain. In turn, this should aid an employee’s family and/or social group. A
more supported worker is likely to be able to benefit the employer through work
done. That should increase the effectiveness of the company which, again, should flow
into a fuller economic and social milieu. The 'common good' is expanded.
Organisations providing workplace chaplaincy will benefit from the common good, but
also in the curtailing of inward looking selfishness within the organisation. An
'outward face' helps prevent religious groups from the decaying effects of selfabsorption. This is always a danger for any organisation which places a premium on
the 'inner' life of its members, their emotional, social and spiritual lives. Looking
beyond in terms of service and care develops religious groups own inner cohesion as
well as placing them as a positive force in society as a whole.
Moreover, the values of workplace chaplaincy such as the value of the individual, the
need for compassion in human life, the enlivening effects of kindness, the necessity
for justice in human interactions, the ennobling capacity of work all strengthen the
cohesion of society as a whole.
This is not to say that workplace chaplaincy alone provides all the above! But I want to
suggest it has a significant role in providing 'something in it for us' for all aspects of
society, both civil and religious. Am I claiming too much? Perhaps, but it’s worth some
thought for the sake of workplace chaplaincy providers and our presently conflicted
and stressful society.
Paul Hills, Vice Chair, CWC
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News from Cambridgeshire Workplace Chaplaincy
Funding of our work
We are very grateful to our friends who make monthly or one-off
donations - thank you for your ongoing support.
Any financial contribution is gratefully received and goes towards
promoting our work, supporting chaplains and promoting our work.
We are contacting those who are making regular donations to inform
them of our new bank details:
Bank: Metro Bank
Account Name: Cambridgeshire Workplace Chaplaincy
Sort Code: 23:05:80
Account Number: 27019196

2019 Cambs Workplace Chaplaincy events
28th Feb 2019: 'Uncertainty in the Workplace' - a joint evening
event with Peterborough Chaplains' Forum. Venue TBC. Speakers
and networking opportunities for chaplains, religious leaders and
supporters alike.
Future networking events planned for April and November 2019.
Details will be announced soon.

www.cambsworkplacechaplaincy.org.uk
www.twitter.com/cambschaplains
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News & Views: Peterborough area

Gather East - Wednesday 30th January 2019
The Event 'Gather East' is an opportunity for Church Leaders from all denominations,
Churches Together Groups, Evangelical Alliance Members, and Christian leaders
working in the areas of businesses, politics, social action, the arts, sport and education
and healthcare to come together, listen to Roger Sutton.
When: Wednesday 30th January 2019
Where: The Salvation Army, 1203 Bourges Boulevard, PE1 2AU
Time:
3pm - 9pm
Roger, who heads up Gather Global, and Movement Day UK (Sponsored by the
Evangelical Alliance), will look at how the call to unity in mission reaches beyond the
church, as a call to mission in every SPHERE of life. Roger and his team will lead a
workshop at 3.00pm, and then Roger will share stories of unity transformation from
across the UK and then there will be a period of celebration and worship at 7.00pm
This event is Hosted by Churches Together in Shire and Soke and encourages
attendance from across the whole region: Corby - Daventry - Kettering - Northampton
- Ortons - Peterborough - Rutland - Stamford - Wellingborough.

How to book
Book your tickets for this FREE event here:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/gather-east-2019-workshop-and-celebration-tickets48480364074
Gather UK is sponsored by the Evangelical Alliance
and is supported by Hope UK and Churches Together in England.
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News & Views: Peterborough area
Peterborough Eco-faith Network event:
Dr. Peter Brotherton from Natural England will be
evaluating developments and changes in the ‘Creationcare’
UN cop25 Conference on climate change that is taking place in
Katowice, Poland.
He will also evaluate the possible effects of Brexit on climate change.
Tuesday, 29 January 2019, at 7.30 pm
Friends’ Meeting House
Thorpe Road
Peterborough, PE3 6AB

Cathedral by Candlelight Tour,
23rd January, 7pm - 9pm
Peterborough Cathedral
Peterborough Cathedral is beautiful in daylight, but even more so by candlelight.
Come and enjoy this after-hours tour with one of our trained guides and let your
imagination soar as you hear stories from the Cathedral's long history.
A glass of wine and soft drinks will be served at the end of the tour, offering the
opportunity to chat to fellow visitors or ask further questions of your guide.
Tickets are £15 (£12 concessions). Includes a glass of wine or a soft drink. Book online
here or call Peterborough Information Centre on 01733 452336.

Holocaust Memorial Service
24th January, 12 noon
St John the Baptist Church
Church Street, Cathedral Square, Peterborough

Peterborough Opera - Amahl and the Night Visitors
6th January 6pm
St John the Baptist Church, Church Street, Cathedral Square, Peterborough
Peterborough Opera presents Carlo Menotti’s Amahl and the Night Visitors in a
semi-staged performance. The one-act opera tells the story of Epiphany and the
adoration of the Magi. Tickets are available on the door for £7.
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News & Views: Cambridge area

City of Sanctuary Appeal for help
Health services in Cambridge have set up a therapeutic provision for the 100 refugees
who are in Cambridge under the Vulnerable Persons Resettlement Scheme. This
includes sets of 12 art therapy sessions. The practitioner is looking for a suitable free
venue in the South of Cambridge to hold a set of these sessions. They would need to
be on a Mon Tue or Wed during school hours for about an hour and a half (e.g. 1.152.45 to fit in with English classes in the morning and collecting children from school),
and they would need a room with access to water and the possibility of making
refreshments. Ideally would be in the Trumpington or Cherry Hinton areas where a
number of the families are re-settled, or on bus routes.
Does anyone have such a space that might be available that they could kindly offer
free of charge? This would be a really helpful way of giving some support to our
families who have suffered severely, and mental health issues can emerge much later
once immediate danger is relieved. Please contact Rosemary if you would like to
discuss this, and she will put you in touch with the therapist.
Thank you
Rosemary and Lianne
Contact:
Email: rosemary.watson@talk21.com
Email: ljparrett@yahoo.com
Find out more about Cambridge City of Sanctuary
at: https://cambridge.cityofsanctuary.org/
Follow their work on Twitter @cambridge_cos
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News & Views: Cambridge area

PARKS at ONE is a series of monthly lunchtime talks which aim to connect the
Christian faith with the everyday lives of those who work on the Cambridge Science,
Innovation and Business Parks.
Everyone is welcome – whether you would call yourself a Christian believer or you are
just interested in finding out more about the Christian faith.
We meet at 1pm in the Trinity Centre conference suite on the Science Park and finish
by 1.35pm allowing you to get on with your working day.
Food and drink can be purchased from the cafe adjacent to the conference suite or
you are welcome to bring your own food and eat during the talk.
Next meeting:
Wednesday 16th January 2018, 1pm, Trinity Centre, Cambridge Science Park
God and the brain
Can science teach us anything useful about how we relate to and experience God?
How does the brain process the concept of a God? Can neuroscience tell us anything
about our religious beliefs and experiences ? Is there a special 'God–spot' in the
human brain that allows us to communicate with God?
Our speaker is Prof Alasdair Coles, an academic neurologist at Cambridge University
and a consultant neurologist working at Addenbrookes hospital. He is considered a
world expert on the immunology and treatment of multiple sclerosis. Alasdair has also
conducted research on the neurological basis for religious experience and is editing a
book on religion in neurological disease for Cambridge Univesity Press. Alasdair is
both a scientist and a person of faith, serving at Addenbrookes hospital in the capacity
of an ordained hospital chaplain.
Do join us if you can for what will be an exceptional talk.
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Prayer & Events Diary: January 2019
PLEASE SEND CONTRIBUTIONS TO: INFO@CAMBSWORKPLACECHAPLAINCY.ORG.UK

1 Jan: New Year’s Day and World Religion Day:

15 Jan: Pray for those who are homeless or

Pray for new beginnings of hope and for the

facing the real risk of homelessness

blessing of good memories from the past

16 Jan: EVENT: Parks at One: God and the

2 Jan: Pray for all those struggling with anxiety

brain. Can science teach us anything useful

and depression

about how we relate to and experience God?

3 Jan: Please pray for Waterways Chaplains

Speaker: Prof Alasdair Coles, an academic

visiting often poor and vulnerable boaters. Life neurologist and a consultant neurologist
‘ on the cut’ and rivers can be very hard in

working at Addenbrookes hospital. Alasdair is

winter with being ‘frozen in’ or broken down

both a scientist and a person of faith, serving at

and not able to reach fresh water and sanitary Addenbrookes hospital in the capacity of an
stations

ordained hospital chaplain.

4 Jan: Pray for all those with blindness and

17 Jan: Pray for all working in retail

sight disorders on World Braille Day

18 Jan - 25th Jan Pray for reconciliation and

5 Jan: Pray for all those employed and self

understanding during the Week of Prayer for

employed, working hard to support

Christian Unity

themselves and their families

19 Jan: Please pray for peacemakers w

6 Jan: Give thanks to God that Christ is here

20 Jan: Celebrate World Religion Day - promote

for all, as we mark Epiphany and the

inter-faith understanding and harmony

revelation to the Magi

21 Jan: Pray for all those struggling with worry

7 Jan: Pray for all affected by substance abuse

and stress

8 Jan: Pray for decision makers governing our

22 Dec: Pray for all those who are ill

country

23 Jan: EVENT: Cathedral by Candlelight

9 Jan: Please pray for those struggling with

Tour, Peterborough Cathedral 7pm

family conflict, may they find inner peace and

24 Jan: EVENT: Holocaust Memorial Service

reconciliation when possible

12 Noon, St John's Church, Cathedral Square,

10 Jan: Please pray for those who volunteer

Peterborough

across the county in our community groups,

25 Jan: Burns Night

schools, churches and local charities

26 Jan: Pray for all those working in prisons

11 Jan: We give thanks and pray for all those

27 Jan: Holocaust Memorial Day: pray for all

who educate our children and young people

who have been persecuted or suffer because of

12 Jan: We pray for all those struggling with

their faith or race

January after the excitement and light of the

28 Jan: Pray for workplace chaplains serving

Christmas period. We pray for positive

those in need

thoughts and hope that accompanies the first

29 Jan: Pray for those fostering and adopting

signs of spring

children

13 Jan: Pray for tolerance, compassion and

30 Dec: Pray for those who are missing loved

love within communities

ones at this time of year

14 Jan: Pray for all involved in our emergency

31 Jan: Young Carers Awareness Day - pray for

services

all young carers

8

Spotlight: Jane Thompson

I thought you may be curious to hear more about me and how I came to become
the Development/Administration assistant to Cambridgeshire Workplace
Chaplaincy. I have been self employed for just over 2 years after working in the
charity sector for over 15 years as a Marketing Communications Manager - a sector
I am very passionate about.
After the birth of our second daughter in 2016 I couldn't negotiate the right hours
with my old employer so I decided to try going freelance and see where it would
lead me. At this point I was nervous as to what the future held for me as I was used
to secure employment! I started out working with another Mother who was trying
to launch a new educational tool to help with anxiety in children. This really helped
me restore faith in myself and my skills as after being on maternity leave and
leaving my employer I was keen to be useful and share my skills with someone who
needed my help.
I then met with Jenny Kartupelis (one of CWC's Trustees and known to some of you)
as we had worked in the same building for years and I heard she needed some
office and marketing support. Jenny got me involved in her various interfaith
projects which I found fascinating. Working with Jenny then led me to hearing
about the re-launch of Cambridgeshire Workplace Chaplaincy and this really was a
turning point in my freelance work as it meant I could use my charity governance
experience to assist the charity during its set up period.
My religious life started at a Baptist church in Sussex where I have fond memories
of Sunday School with my Dad and Brother playing in the Boys Brigade band where
we attended until I was 9. (Continued...)
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Spotlight continued...
it was the meeting of my future husband that reignited my Christian roots as we
discussed and debated our beliefs. We now raise our daughters Bethany (7) and
Lydia (nearly 3) as Christians with a Catholic viewpoint but are open to their choices
later on in life, whatever they choose. I personally do not identify with a particular
Christian denomination but enjoy learning about all religions and this has been
increased as my experience of interfaith work has increased.
I now really love and appreciate the flexibility that self-employment gives me. It is
great to plan my work around school runs, voluntary work, school trips and
meetings and I love hearing about how the school day has been for my girls.
In my spare time I enjoy time with my husband and children, along with seeing to
our two cheeky Guinea Pigs Foxy and Dumbo! We often get involved in local
activities in Cambourne where we live, and we love the strong community and
countryside on our doorstep when we live. I am Chair of a new charity called
Friends of Cambourne Children's Centre which seeks to support the work of the
Child & Family Centre that is a hub for Cambourne and surrounding villages in
supporting families with activities. So far we have planned and run a successful
Fairies and Robots craft event, an Easter Egg hunt, a Pirate craft event and a
Hallowe'en disco. It certainly keeps me busy but very worthwhile when I see the
children having so much fun, and allowing parents to have a brief respite!
To relax I enjoy listening to a wide range of music and my husband and a friend are
DJs specialising in 60s music so sometimes I have a good night out supporting them
in their hobby. I feel I always have a list of hobbies at the back of my mind that I
want to do more of or start anew but there is never time to do any of it, but I
imagine it's the same for any parent of young children!
I do hope to meet more of you at our future events. Thank you for your ongoing
support of the work of Cambridgeshire Workplace Chaplaincy, I certainly enjoy
getting your emails telling me of your work and sending me content for the
newsletter - please keep in touch via info@cambsworkplacechaplaincy.org.uk
Jane Thompson
www.thompson-marketing.co.uk
Find me on twitter @thompsonmktg
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